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Mr. A. H. F. Lefroy, a well-known' authority on matters relating to
the Canadian Constitution, has written A Short Treatise on Canadian
Constitutional Law (Toronto: Caswell; London: Sweet k Maxwell, 1918),
the object of which is to furnish ' a text, concise and simple enough for
the purposes of university students', and, at the same time, to supply
' in the Notes all the requirements of the practical lawyer called upon to
advise upon some question arising under the British N. America Act or
otherwise in relation to the federal constitution of the Dominion of
Canada'. Professor W. P. M. Kennedy has contributed a short historical
introduction which aims not at ' a mere retelling of a -story', but at the
interpretation of a development. Mr. Kennedy is to be congratulated
on the success he has achieved in giving life and meaning to the dry bones
of the past; and his attitude is, throughout, impartial and wide minded.
He regards the main Tig of the Canadian Constitution as ' among the great
ventures of faith in history—and it is faith which raises politics into the
realm of constructive statesmanship '. H. E. E.

After the acquisition by the United States in 1917 of the Danish
West India islands a new interest was naturaOy aroused concerning
them amongst American readers. Mr. L. K. Zalrislrie's volume, The
Virgin Islands of the United States of America (New York: Putnam, 1918),
is a successful attempt to meet this demand. Mr. Zalriskie writes with
knowledge, he having been vice-consul at St. .Thomas. On the his-
torical side the book cannot compare with Dr. Westergaard's scholarly
work on The Danish West Indies. H. E. E.

Professor C. D. Allin has written A History of the Tariff Relations of the
Australian Colonies (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 1918) which
throws light on a subject which has not hitherto, to our knowledge,
received separate treatment. The story, in Mr. Allin's words, ' is a sorry
record of intercolonial jealousy and strife'; but it cannot wholly be
neglected; even now when the new spirit of Australian nationalism has
completely altered the economic, as well as political, situation; and no
more trustworthy guide through the tangled bypaths of the past history
could be found than Mr. Allin, whose work on The Early Federation
Movement of Australia established his claim to speak with authority on
the questions here dealt with. H. E. E.

Mr. C. Graham Botha the Cape Archivist, has published A brief Guide
to the various classes of Documents in the Cape Archives for the "period
1652-1806 (Cape Town: Cape Times, Lim., 1918), which serves as a useful
index to the classes of the official records preserved in the Cape Archives
from the beginning of the colony's history to the year 1806. The papers
dealt with are classified in five divisions : (1) The Council of Policy, 1652-
1796. (2) The Court of Justice, 1666-1806. (3) The Orphan Chamber,
1673-1806. (4) Departments of the first British occupation, 1793-1806.
(5) Departments of the Batavian Republio, 1803-6. Mr. Botha is
able to note with satisfaction that ' it is a matter for surprise, when the
history of other Archives is compared, to find-so many of the Cape Records
still in existence '. H. E. E.
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